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I.  Institutional Identity:

The Baptist Student Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation enabling an American Baptist mission of evangelism and discipleship to the University of Illinois community.  The BSF trustees marshal, manage, and assign ministry resources for two campus ministry foci:  the University Baptist Church (UBC), and the Baptist Housing Ministry (BHM).  (See BSF Constitution and ByLaws, Articles I and II)

II.  Ministry Vision:

 UBC is a Christian community of memory, hope, and belonging, centered around worship, study, prayer, service, and fellowship.

 BHM provides students four cooperative Christian residential communities conducive for their growth as disciples, leaders, scholars, and servants.

III.  Ministry Values:

1.  Evangelism and Discipleship
 --helping students to know Jesus Christ and follow him as servant leaders

2.  Building Community
 --helping UBC-BHM people assimilate within Christ's body and discover their callings

3.  Celebrating and Clarifying our Baptist Identity
 --not out of pride or exclusion, but rather invitation and cooperative function 

(See David A. Roozen and James R. Nieman, eds., Church, Identity, and Change:  Theology and Denominational Structures in Unsettled Times (Grand Rapids, MI:  Eerdmans, 2005).  According to Roozen, "in the uncertain conditions of postmodernity, denominational vitality presumes a clear denominational identity," and "pentecostal and liturgical denominations currently enjoy stronger identities than do Reformed, mainstream denominations."  Nieman adds that "theological identity is essential to any strong denomination" and "virtually all denominational work should be assessed by the extent to which it contributes to a clearer theological identity" (quoted in James W. Lewis, review of Roozen and Nieman, Church History 76: 3 page 670-672:671).

4.  Integrating the Five UBC-BHM Communities
 --for shared, efficient ministry and a collective witness of Christ's harmony and peace

5.  Advancing Mission Resources
 --currently, this means renovating UBC's building, growing our endowment, and paying off our existing mortgage
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